Introduction
This bibliography compiled in the USA (as distinct from Europe) not only gives the full reference of a publication, but often also summaries of the contents or major conclusions. Most are dated 1903. These summaries provide a unique previously unpublished view of opinions concerning radium in the first five years since its discovery by Marie and Pierre Curie in 1898. Other bibliographies for this time period which have been published do not contain such summaries. It is virtually certain that the compiler of the references was Charles Baskerville who was the author of the 1905 book Radium and Radioactive Substances their Application Especially to Medicine (published by Williams, Brown & Earle, Philadelphia). Baskerville described himself in 1905 as Professor of Chemistry and Director of the Laboratory, College of the City of New York, formerly of the University of North Carolina. Those references without any attributable author are classified as Anon and are editorials, reviews or news items. Forenames are given for a few authors. In the early years following the discovery of radium, many more references were available in Europe and the availability of references in the USA was limited. If the latter (especially the colourless variety is heated it becomes luminous in intensely yellow-green light (as found by Becquerel and Giesel) which shows definite lines in the spectroscope; at last the light becomes violet. Fluorspar is also naturally themoluminescent, so it should be deprived of this property by previous heating. Uranium potassium sulphate shines continuously as a result of its active impurities but the phenomenon is so slight that it can be observed only when the eye has rested some time in darkness. Radium--containing barium salts shows self-luminescence more distinctly; the anhydrous bromide is especially strong. The slightest amounts of radium betray themselves by the phosphorescence of the dehydrated bromide. Upon heating, this phosphorescence fades but reappears on cooling. My preparations sealed in glass tubes have now for two years been spending their mysterious light which is perceptible even in semi-darkness. For this only radium preparations are necessary. Upon phosphorescent action, as I suspected and Himstedt has proved, depends the appearance of light which is perceived when a highly active preparation is brought near the closed eye or its vicinity. Page 26. Induced activity. The strongest and most lasting activity is obtained, as I had observed in connection with radium and bismuth and thorium, when the substance to be activated is left with the radioactive material in solution. 
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